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Van Nostrand's Chemical Annual: Second Issue, 1909. Edited by J. C. OLSEN. New-
York: D. Van Nostrand Company. Price, $2.50 net. 

The first issue of this valuable book has already been reviewed (THIS 

JOURNAL, 29, 947 (1907)). In the present issue some new features are 
introduced, such as, for example, tables of the physical constants of the 
alkaloids and of the essential oils and a table of data relating to fusible 
alloys. In response to numerous changes in the accepted values of 
the atomic weights, the necessary recalculations have been effected. 
The tables of physical constants of inorganic and organic compounds, 
which are, of course, the most extensive single items, have not simply 
been reprinted. In common with all the other contents, they have been 
thoroughly revised, and have been largely modified by the inclusion of 
recently determined values. The selected lists of original papers and of 
books, which contain the titles of publications appearing since the first 
issue went to press (July, 1906), occupy over one hundred pages. No 
pains have been spared to bring the work up to date. The editor and 
publishers are to be congratulated on the well merited success which has 
attended the publication of the Annual. No chemist can afford to be with­
out this edition. ALEXANDER SMITH. 
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